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FLORIDA’S
TEXTING BAN
It is now a primary offense
to text from a moving vehicle
Law enforcement officers can now pull over
Florida drivers and ticket them for texting while
driving. It is now a primary offense to text from
a moving vehicle; this includes emailing and
other forms of typing on a mobile device.
What are the penalties?
First conviction: Non-moving traffic violation
with base fine of $30 (no points on license).
Second conviction (within five years): Moving
violation with base fine of $60 and three points
on your license. Third and subsequent
convictions: Moving violation with base fine of
Texting Ban, Page 7A

FREE Money
YMCA comes to Hallandale Beach Hollywood
Ribbon cutting scheduled for August 31st
By Stephen Cummings

In November of 2014, the residents of
Hallandale
Beach
approved
the
issuance of a General Obligation Bond
for the redevelopment of their city parks.
OB Johnson Park was transformed from
a dilapidated, outdated facility to a state
of the art venue equipped with a
beautiful basketball court, new pristine
athletic fields, top of the line exercise
equipment, after school programs with
personal computers and a modern

kitchen with room to accommodate 100
patrons for fundraisers and feeding our
residents.
I am pleased to report that with the
completion of Bluestein Park nearing,
the city of Hallandale Beach will be
opening a sparkling YMCA with a ribbon
cutting scheduled for Saturday, August
31st.
Jean Riederer is the Vice President of
operations
supervising
both
the
Hollywood and Hallandale Beach

locations and has been employed by the
YMCA for the past 37 years since she
began her career in Manitowoc,
Wisconsin. Jean was trained as a
physical education instructor and
started as a volunteer with the
organization many years ago growing
into her current responsibilities.
I have worked alongside Jean in
community service events as we are
YMCA, Page 7A

MEMORIES
OF ELVIS
A Breathtaking Tribute To
The King of Rock-N-Roll
Anyone who has had the pleasure of
watching Chris MacDonald’s highly successful Memories of Elvis in Concert,
has left wanting more.
One of the best tribute events
around, MacDonald and his well
attended show has brought memories,
tears and smiles from those who have
fallen in love with Elvis and what he
meant to generations and generations of
fans. South Floridians: the wait is over
as this show that sold out the last two
trips to Miami-Dade and Broward is
coming back. On Saturday, August 17th,
with two showtimes 1:30pm at 7:30pm,
at the Broward Center For The
Performing Arts. Both shows will be
packed with fans who will see a show

that everyone has loved from
coast-to-coast.
Join Chris MacDonald
and his dynamic band and
dancers for a full production memorial tribute
that will sure to have
you tapping your
feet and singing
along to those
hits that created a buzz all
over the world.
On August 16, 1977, we lost one of
the greatest entertainers and pop culture
icons of all time. Gone but never forgotten, his image, music, films and memory
live on as a testament to his true effect

Aventura Stars of Broadway
Concert Series, 4A

Grants Are Available For Your
Business or Association
If you have a business in the City of
Hollywood or are a part of a neighborhood civic
association you might be eligible for some
FREE money. When we say FREE there is
always a catch, but certainly it’s worth a few
minutes of your time to see if you or someone
you know might be eligible. Time is running out
so look into these opportunities to see if you
can take part in these beneficial programs.
$25,000 Grants Available to
Hollywood Businesses
The City of Hollywood established a
Commercial Property Improvement Program
(CPIP) in 2017. The program was designed to
improve the facades of publicly or privately
owned commercial or industrial buildings within
the designated area (Census Tract Block
Groups) LMI areas along Hollywood Boulevard
between Interstate 95 and 22nd Avenue.
The City is offering a reimbursement grant
for local businesses in need of exterior
renovations.
The
Commercial
Property
Improvement Program (CPIP) will award
qualifying applicants up to $25,000 to help with
their construction costs. CPIP is available to
owners of commercial and industrial properties
located in the following areas:
• Johnson Street from 72nd Avenue to 55th Avenue
• Hollywood Blvd from 72nd Avenue to 22nd Avenue
• US 441 north of Atlanta Street to Pembroke Road
• Dixie Highway/N 21st Avenue
• from Sheridan Street to Pembroke Road
• Federal Highway/US1
• from Sheridan Street to Pembroke Road

and influence on his generation and
future generations to come.
The original American Idol who influ-

CPIP grant funds are available to property
owners that intend to restore, renovate or
improve their building and property thereby
enhancing the visual quality and attractiveness
of the corridors and improve the area’s physical
characteristics.This program is based on the
premise that exterior improvements to
commercial buildings in highly visible locations
will stimulate private investment, attract
customers, and result in new economic
opportunities.
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Downtown Hollywood Artwalk,
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YMCA
From Page 1A
both members of the
Kiwanis Club of Hallandale
Beach and can attest to
her magnificent work ethic
and
her
compassion
toward our youth. Jean
speaks with great enthusiasm detailing the new
40,000 square foot edifice
featuring an eight-lane lap
pool with a splash pad for
children with a zero-depth
entry to accommodate the
need for Seniors or young-
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sters.
The YMCA will offer
water fitness classes and
swim lessons and members will be delighted that
the pool will be heated
during the winter. For the
health and fitness conscious folks, there will be a
basketball
court
with
bleachers and two exercise studios utilized for
instruction in aerobics and
Zumba and a cycle studio
capable of hosting 30 riders. There will also be a
wellness center with treadmills, recumbent cycles,

Texting Ban
From Page 1A
$60 and three points on your license
What is permitted?
Messages related to navigation or
safety such as emergency traffic and
weather alerts are permitted.
Drivers can use their phone to report a
traffic incident, medical emergency, fire/
crime or hazardous roads.
In 2018, there were more than 51,000
crashes involving a distracted driver in
Florida. On average, that is 140 crashes
every single day. Five seconds is the
average time a driver’s eyes are off the

upright cycles and a teen
center suitable for homework after school as there
will be accessibility to six
computers and air hockey
and foosball to let off
some steam. Family membership offers free childcare within the new Kids
Zone.
For the body builders
and
weight
training
patrons, the YMCA proudly
offers Matrix equipment
including strength training,
cardio and free weights.
Riederer is pleased to be
partnering with the City

road while texting. At 55 mph, that would
be the equivalent of driving the length of a
football field, blind.
A recent AAA study found that 78
percent of Americans say texting while
driving is a significant danger, yet 35
percent still admit to doing it. “Drivers
who text are eight times more likely to be
involved in a crash,” said Mark Jenkins,
spokesman, AAA - The Auto Club Group.
“Typing on the phone diverts drivers’
attention away from the road, and
endangers the lives of all motorists. AAA
urges drivers to put the phone down and
focus on the road. Hopefully the threat of
being caught will be enough for drivers to
change this dangerous habit, before
something bad happens to them or

especially the Hallandale
Beach
Police
Athletic
League as their activities
will
compliment
each
other. In January, the “Y”
will offer a floor hockey
league that is expected to
be a popular activity.
The YMCA will be
opened Monday through
Thursday from 5:30 A.M.
until nine P.M. and Friday
from
5:30
to
eight.
Saturday hours are 7:30
A.M. closing at five P.M.
and Sunday will be nine in
the morning until four in
the afternoon.

There will be several
levels of membership
offered including teen,
young adult, family, adult,
senior and a discount
membership with proof of
Hallandale Beach residency. Financial assistance will be available
based on need.
The Center is seeking
qualified employees for
membership sales, lifeguards, swim instructors,
athletic
trainers,
teen
counselors and childcare.
Please call the YMCA to
inquire about membership

anyone else.”
Is it better to use
hands-free technology?
Florida law allows hands-free voicebased texting, but AAA warns this still
poses a dangerous distraction for drivers.
Research from the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety found that potentially unsafe
mental distractions can persist for up to
27 seconds after using voice commands
to change music, dial a phone number or
send a text. In 27 seconds, drivers
traveling 25 mph cross the length of three
football fields.
“Just because you can use hands-free
technology doesn’t mean you should,”
Jenkins said. “AAA research shows that

or employment opportunities at 954-889-9622.
Everyone is welcome to
visit the facility and tryout
the equipment with no
obligation on Saturday,
August 31st from 11 A.M
to 9 P.M and again on
Sunday, September 1st
from nine in the morning
until four in the afternoon.
Stephen Cummings
is a Past LT Governor
with Kiwanis
International and
can be reached
at (954) 907-2392.

drivers who use voice-based technology
are still distracted. When using this
technology, your hands are on the wheel
and eyes on the road, but your mind may
not be on the task of driving. AAA urges
drivers to minimize all distractions while
behind the wheel, and focus on the road.”
Law Regarding
Handheld Cell Phone Use
Handheld cell phone use while
operating a motor vehicle in a designated
school crossing, school zone or road work
zone is also prohibited. However, the
handheld ban does not go into effect the
same time as the texting ban. Officers will
begin issuing warnings on October 1, then
fines beginning January 1, 2020.

