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MESSAGE FROM OUR CVO
This year has been a remarkable year on many fronts. In my first year as Chair, I’ve seen
our organization do some remarkable things
•

Approval to move forward with some major YMCA capital projects – Kendall Indian
Hammocks, L.A. YMCA, Hallandale Beach. We also finished renovations on our
Hollywood Y.
• Received some amazing funding for our Drowning
Prevention Program from Florida Blue, NBC 6,
Swim for Jenny Fundraiser and our Beach Ball.

•

And, that’s not to mention the impact work we do
every day in wellness, youth sports, teen leadership,
afterschool, preschool, and other programs and
services we offer. We impacted more than 350,000
lives through our programs.

I

would like to thank the staff for their daily work to
provide services to the community and Association
and Family Center Advisory Boards for helping
ensure the staff have the resources they need to

impact lives every day.
I am looking forward to a very successful 2018 and want to encourage each of you to
take time to enjoy the holidays and reflect on family, friends and the things that are
important to you.

SHERYL WOODS

Chief Executive Officer

MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO
As we come to the end of another great year, I think
back and realize that, it was just a couple of years
ago that two great Ys merged to become an even
greater Y – the YMCA of South Florida.
Thank you for all you do to ensure we are a great
Y. Despite having some challenges this year, we had
a good year with some major capital projects and
program implementation on the way. We remain
committed to our community.

Have a great holiday and a happy New Year!

Happy Holidays!!
I hope you and your families have a great holiday season. Here’s a fun little clip
of the Hollywood Preschool kids getting a little overly excited when we taped our
Thanksgiving message to give you a smile.
-Sheryl

In 2018, you can expect to see our LA Lee and
Holiday Park YMCAs begin to take shape. That is
huge for Fort Lauderdale. We willl have two Ys that
will complement each other in terms of what they
offer. Then, in Miami, Kendall-Indian Hammocks will
be on the way as well, allowing us to service an area
that we haven’t been able to before.
These are just a few of the many positive things we
have going on in our Y. There are so many more I
could name, but then it would take all day.
Again, I want to say THANK YOU for your commitment
to the Y and our mission. We couldn’t do the work we
do without YOU! I really value your contributions to
the Y of South Florida’s success.
Hope you have a joyous holiday time with your family
and friends.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flRjvd8XKbE

Happy New Year! See you in 2018.

BOARD CORNER
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BOARD MEMBERS CELEBRATE THE YEAR
On December 12, the Y of South Florida
Board of Directors met at the beautiful
Miami offices of Shutts & Bowen for
their annual holiday social.

During the social, members and staff
took the opportunity to celebrate the
successes of 2017 and look ahead
to a great 2018. The group enjoyed
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, dinner and
comradery. Two new board members
were also welcomed – Iwan Mohamed
with BB&T and Marilyn Pascual of TRG
Management Group.
Special thanks to Board Chair Jackie
Howe and her team at Shutts for making
this event very special.

BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER 2017

JANUARY 2018

02 Larry Olevitch 11 Jay Anderson

13 Todd LeDuc 21 Christian Peterson

25 Steve Cooney 30 Alvin Lodish

24 Tom McMahon

STAND FOR SOMETHING

Martin Luther King, Jr. Inspirational Weekend
January 12-15, 2018

FUN FACT:
CLARENCE B. JONES ASSISTED IN THE DRAFTING
OF THE CELEBRATED “I HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH
FOR DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Y IN THE NEWS
INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER:
CLARENCE B. JONES
Served as a political advisor, counsel
and assisted in the drafting of the
celebrated “I Have a Dream” speech
for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Come celebrate the Y’s
Annual Martin Luther King
Jr. events, which consist
of a Breakfast in Fort Lauderdale at First Baptist Church presented by JM Family
Enterprises and a Luncheon in Miami at the American Airlines Arena presented by the
Miami Heat on January 12, and the YMCA MLK Day of Service at 14 sites in South
Florida presented by FPL, Broward College and Ocean Bank throughout South Florida
on January 15.
To find out more, visit www.ymcastandforsomething.org.

NBC6 South Florida

Bridge Decorated with Anti-bullying
message
View clip

STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITY
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DEVELOPING FUTURE LEADERS: YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT

The Y of South Florida took 80 students to a two-day Youth In
Government Fall Delegation Conference in Orlando where they
got to discuss current issues, legislation and the legislative
process with delegates from across the state.
We even had a few students selected for ongoing delegation
work throughout the next year.

The
Homestead
YMCA Jingle Bell
Run was a little
different this year,
instead of ending at
the Y, it started at
the Y and ended at
Losner Park at the
Main Street Holiday
in the Park festival.
Participants,
families and the community were able to enjoy the tree
lighting, photos with Santa, food, music, arts and crafts,
Y-Fit kids activities, and more. We had over 200 runners of
all ages being cheered on by crowds watching. What a fun,
healthy way to kick off the holiday season. Thanks to the
staff, volunteers and our community sponsors, the City of
Homestead and Baptist Hospital of Homestead for support
in making it happen.

Big shout out to Maria Villavicencio, the YIG Chapter Advisors,
and Alice Bird, Kerith Cobourne, Michael Mapp, Moy Chin-Sin,
Sarrah Davis, plus all the staff who work with the students.
We have a great team who not only provide leadership and
programming, but bring in new partners like Macy’s to make sure
students are wearing the right clothing during the conference.

CREATING
SAFE PLACES:
LAUDERHILL
OVERPATH
RIBBON
CUTTING
The Lauderhill Art of
Community: Own the
Overpath project was
completed with an
unveiling and ribbon
cutting of the colorful
umbrella structures.
Nearly 70 of our
community partners –
Community Foundation
of Broward, City of
Lauderhill, FIU and
Lauderhill 6-12 School
students
attended.
More than 50,000
zip ties were used to
create the beautiful

artwork and provide teens and
the community with a safer, more
beautiful overpass and pathway to
walk from one side of Lauderhill to
the other.

