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YMCA BEACH BALL BRINGS AWARENESS TO NEED FOR KIDS TO 
LEARN TO SWIM WITH FAMILY’S NON-FATAL DROWNING STORY  

YMCA recognizes community partner and raises funds for drowning prevention 

 

[SOUTH FLORIDA, September 21, 2019] – The YMCA of South Florida will be hosting its annual 
Beach Ball Fundraiser at 8 p.m. on Saturday, September 21, 2019, at the InterContinental 

Miami Hotel, 100 Chopin Plaza Miami, FL 33131. This year’s event will bring awareness to the 

effects of non-fatal drownings on children and their families, while supporting YMCA efforts to 
make kids safer around water through swim lessons and water safety education. 

 
“For every child who dies from drowning, another five receive emergency department care for 

non-fatal submersion injuries, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention,” says Sheryl Woods, President & CEO, YMCA of South Florida. “The Beach Ball 
allows us to shine a spotlight on the problem, educate the community and recognize the people 

who are providing solutions. You often hear about the fatal drownings on the news, but there is 

a whole other group of drownings you don’t hear about – the nonfatal ones where the child 
doesn’t die, but may have various levels of brain injury. This year, we share Nathan’s story and 

how 5 minutes changes his life and his family’s forever.” 
 

The YMCA will recognize Barbara and Philip Wong as our Life Saver Award receipients for their 

$1 Million gift to build an Aquatics Center at the South Dade YMCA, which will provide swim 
lessons and water safety education to kids and families in the South Dade community. 

 
This year’s Beach Ball will feature awards and recognition, music and entertainment by Heatwave, a Wine 

Wall fundraiser and a live auction. Proceeds raised from the event will be directed toward financial 

assistance for free swim lessons for children and adults who cannot afford it. Annually, the YMCA teaches 

more than 30,000 people to swim and provides more than 3,000 free swim lessons.  

 

To learn more about the YMCA of South Florida or our drowning prevention initiative, please visit 

www.ymcasouthflorida.org or call 954.334.9622. 

### 

 
About the YMCA of South Florida 
The Y is a leading nonprofit committed to strengthening communities through youth 
development, healthy living and social responsibility. Every day, the Y works hard to build 
healthy, confident, connected and secure children, adults, families and communities through 
over 200 afterschool, preschool, special needs, sports, camp and youth programs, family 
centers, and senior health outreach sites. To learn more, visit www.ymcaofsouthflorida.org, 
connect on Facebook or Twitter, or call a Y near you.  
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